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Voters face important choice on Nov. 6
Forest Lake Area Schools is seeking ap-
proval from voters for an operating levy for 
an additional $825 per pupil. This increase 
would avert future budget reductions and 
restore services and programs that have 
been reduced or eliminated through previ-
ous budget reductions.

The levy request comes on the heels of 
$7.5 million in reductions over the past four 
years in programs, services and activities 
for students, including the closing of Cen-
tral Montessori Elementary School. Funding 
provided through this levy would allow 
many of these programs and services to be 
reimplemented, and provide better budget 
stability for the district.

In June, the school board provided some 
clarity about what voters can expect from 
either outcome of this levy for learning: 
the consequences for programming and 

services if the levy fails; and the priorities 
for how new money will be spent if the levy 
succeeds. More details on the consequences 
and priorities are listed on page 3 of this 
newsletter.

This levy request comes as a result of a 
shift in state funding toward greater reliance 

on local property taxpayers rather than 
state funding for schools. The amount of 
per-pupil funding from the state has not 
kept up with inflation, leaving a $2,500 gap 
in inflation-adjusted dollars between what 
was provided in 1991 from the Minnesota 
Legislature and what is provided today. 

Voters in many school districts around the 
state have recently approved levy increase 
to counteract this lack of state funding, but 
FLAS has not had an increase in voter-ap-
proved levy funding since 2006.

With the Legislature placing more respon-
sibility on local taxpayers to pay for their 
community schools, our Forest Lake area 
voters have an important choice ahead this 
fall to determine what kind of schools they 
want for their community and their students.

Columbus | East Bethel | Forest Lake | Ham Lake | Hugo | Lino Lakes 
Linwood Township | Marine | May Township | Scandia | Stacy | Wyoming

CONNECTIONS

Learn more about
voting options at 

www.flaschools.org
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District News

Dear District Families,

Voters in the Forest Lake area face a critical decision in this 

fall’s election. After four straight years of program and staff cuts 

within our district, we have asked residents to consider a levy that 

would provide an additional $825 per pupil per year.

If this levy is approved, not only would we be able to recover 

those lost programs and services, but also enhance and support 

additional important educational supports for students.

As school district officials, it is our job to inform the community when there are 

funding needs that are not being met within our schools. It is my hope that each 

voter take the time to learn about the issue and make an informed choice on Nov. 6.

To help you better understand what is at stake, we’ve included some brief infor-

mation in these pages, with more complete information available online at www.

flaschools.org. 
Our mission is to “Ensure that each learner will develop the skills and knowl-

edge necessary to experience success and personal fulfillment while actively 

engaged in a global society.” Students continue to learn at a high level, and our 

graduates move onto college and careers where their dreams become a reality. We 

value your partnership in fulfilling this mission for every student.  Thank you for 

your support of our schools.  

Superintendent Steve Massey, Ed.D. 

FLAS provides quality education at less cost
The residents of the Forest Lake area are 
known for their work ethic, ingenuity and 
common-sense approach to getting things 
done. This attitude and culture is reflected in 
the operations of the school district, whose 

leadership uses a variety of creative strat-
egies to get the most out of each taxpayer 
dollar. 

Forest Lake Area Schools has a uniquely 
lean approach to administration and other 
non-classroom staff. When compared to oth-
er school districts, FLAS spends $163 less 
per year for every student in our district on 
administrators and support staff - that adds 
up to a savings of nearly $1 million.

Overall, FLAS is providing a top-quality 
education for its students while spending 
significantly less than the state average. The 
district uses $11,440 per year to educate 
each student, compared to the state average 
of $12,317. This lower budget is the result 
of four straight years of program and service 
cuts totaling $7.5 million.

So far, the district has been able to work 

creatively to provide a high quality educa-
tion on a lower budget. However, if addition-
al cuts are necessary, it will likely impact the 
district’s ability to provide the programs and 
services the community expects. 

Making taxpayer 
dollars go further
The staff and administrators at Forest Lake 
Area Schools use creative methods to reduce 
costs for taxpayers. Currently, the district 
is utilizing cost savings or grant funding in 
several different projects and programs to 
help provide a top-notch educational experi-
ence for students, including:

• Energy upgrades, retrofitting lighting 
and adding solar panels to the roofs 
of school buildings, for a savings of 
$200,000 per year.

• Upgraded auditorium at Forest Lake 
Area High School, using a $300,000 
grant from the Hanifl Foundation.

• Corporate sponsorships through the 
Ranger Up program, supporting high 
school athletics and activities with an 
additional $50,000.

• Gym floor replacement, funded by pri-
vate donation.

• Polaris grant totaling $79,500 to support 
an engineering and design build lab at 
Forest Lake Area High School, featuring 
precision equipment and technology 
for today’s high-tech engineering and 
manufacturing careers. 
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If the operating levy is not approved, the school board has identified 
the following list of logical consequences and budget adjustments. A 
combination of any of the following will be considered:

• Close one or more additional elementary schools 
• Pair elementary schools K-3, 4-6, for example:

Linwood-Wyoming 
Lino Lakes-Columbus 
Scandia - Forest View/Forest Lake Elementary

• Increase class sizes due to the loss of teaching positions
• Reduce or eliminate programs or elective areas
• Charge for transportation within a 2-mile distance to school  

impacting FLAS, LILA, NLA, and St. Peters students
• Reduce or eliminate athletics and activities
• Increase fees for athletics, activities, and parking
• Increase rental rates for community use of facilities and equip-

ment
• Close all elementary school buildings at 6 p.m. impacting  

facility use and youth programs

If the operating levy is approved, the school board has identified the 
following spending priorities:

• Reduce class size averages 
• Restore and enhance classroom instructional resources that were 

reduced or eliminated through previous budget reductions
• Reinstate a process to ensure that curriculum resources meet the 

needs of all students
• Attract and retain the best teachers and staff 
 • Expand gifted and accelerated learning opportunities for stu-

dents 
• Provide training and support for teachers to provide enriched 

learning opportunities for gifted and accelerated students.
• Retain and enhance education opportunities for students includ-

ing music programs, career and technical programs, elective 
course opportunities, and college level courses for high school 
students 

• Restore and expand course opportunities for students
• Establish financial stability in an effort to avoid future budget 

reductions 
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District News

IF THE LEVY IS APPROVED IF THE LEVY FAILS TO PASS

School board defines levy implications
This fall’s referendum presents a significant 
crossroads for Forest Lake Area Schools. 
Depending on the outcome of the vote, the 
district will either need to continue on the 
current path of annual program and service 
cuts, or the citizens will approve the levy and 
allow the district to chart a new course. After 
a thorough review of the budget, the Forest 
Lake Area School Board provided clarity 
this summer about what each path would 
look like, and what the community could 
expect from either outcome of the vote.

Over the past four years, the school district 
has cut $7.5 million in programs and ser-
vices from its budget, including the closing 
of one elementary school. Currently the 
district operates with nearly $1,000 less per 
student than the average Minnesota district. 

If future cuts are needed, they will almost 
certainly impact class sizes and could impact 
entire schools. For instance, one of the 
changes that would be considered if the levy 

fails to pass is to pair elementary schools, 
serving kindergarten through grade 3 in one 
building and grades 4-6 in another.

Changes could even impact students who 
attend out-of-district schools, such as St. 

Peter’s or Lakes International Language 
Academy. If the levy fails, the district may 
consider charging a fee for bus transpor-
tation within a 2 mile radius of the school, 
which would impact FLAS students, along 
with students from local private and charter 
schools.

In addition to the list of cuts that would be 
considered if the levy fails, the School Board  
provided details about how the district would 
spend its additional funding if the commu-
nity votes to approve the additional $825 
per pupil. One significant item on this list is 
the addition of more teaching staff to reduce 
class size averages. The board also would 
focus its new resources on restoring educa-
tional resources that had previously been cut 
from the budget and expanding education 
and enrichment programing. 
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Columbus Elementary (K-6)
Principal Neal Fox
17345 Notre Dame St. - Columbus
(651) 982-8900

Forest Lake Elementary (4-6)
Principal Kenny Newby
408 SW 4th St. - Forest Lake
(651) 982-3200

Forest View Elementary (K-3)
Principal Scott Urness
620 SW 4th St. - Forest Lake
(651) 982-8200

Lino Lakes STEM Elementary (K-6)
Principal Scott Geary
725 Main St. - Lino Lakes
(651) 982-8850

Linwood Elementary (K-6)
Principal Joe Mueller
21900 Typo Creek Dr. NE - Wyoming
(651) 982-1900

Scandia Elementary IB School (K-6)
Principal Julie Greiman
14351 Scandia Trail N. - Scandia
(651) 982-3300

Wyoming Elementary (K-6)
Principal Curtis Slater
25701 Forest Blvd. N. - Wyoming
(651) 982-8000

Forest Lake Area Middle School (7-8)
Principal J.P. Jacobson
21395 Goodview Ave. N. - Forest Lake 
(651) 982-3100

Forest Lake Area High School (9-12)
Principal Jim Caldwell
6101 Scandia Trail N. - Forest Lake
(651) 982-8598

Area Learning Center (7-12)
Principal Kelly Lafean
200 SW 4th St. - Forest Lake 
(651) 982-3175

S.T.E.P. (Ages 18 - 21)
Chad Erichsrud
467 W. Broadway - Forest Lake
(651) 982-8651

Our Schools

News & Events
New Middle School will 
welcome students this fall
The newly formed Forest Lake Area Middle 
School will be welcoming students for the 
first time this fall. The new school, located 
in the building formerly known as Century 
Junior High, will include all district 7th and 
8th graders.  

“We are excited to welcome our students 
into this combined learning environment,” 
said J.P. Jacobson, Principal at Forest Lake 
Area Middle School. “Our staff have been 
planning many innovative opportunities for 
learning and we’re eager to open up these 
opportunities to students.”

Up until the end of the 2017-2018 school 
year, 7th through 9th grade students in the 
district were spread out across two different 
locations: Southwest Junior High and Centu-
ry Junior High. Under the new configuration, 
9th grade freshman will be with their peers 
at the high school, and all 7th and 8th grad-
ers will attend classes at the middle school.

The change is part of the Reshaping 
Opportunities for Success 2015-2020 project 
that provided the expanded and renovated 
space to make it possible for 7th and 8th 
grade students to learn together in the same 
building. District staff have been planning 
for the past few years in preparation for the 
day when these students and staff could all 
be together.

The new middle school will embrace 
a small school concept, designed around 
grade-level groupings that will support col-
laboration among students and staff.

In addition, the school has developed an 
advisory program that will help students ex-

plore options for their future through college 
and career readiness activities.

“The Middle School will not just be busi-
ness-as-usual when we open our doors to 
students,” Jacobson said. “We have used this 
opportunity to thoroughly look at the needs 
of our students and determine how we can 
best meet their needs as we prepare them for 
high school and beyond.”

The middle school will have a focus on 
project-based learning, bringing to life the 
educational concepts in the school’s curricu-
lum, while at the same time teaching skills in 
time management, group collaboration and 
communication.

Since they are across the street from one 
another, Forest Lake Area Middle School 
and Forest Lake Area High School are the 
realization of a community desire for one 
unified 7-12 grade campus. The proximity 
to one another will allow for greater collab-
oration among secondary staff and provide 
opportunities for programming that serves 
both age groups.

Save the Date:
Black Tie Blue Jeans
The Lakes Center for 
Youth and Families is 
hosting Black Tie Blue 
Jeans Night on Oct. 12 
at 6 p.m. at Running 
Aces with all you can 
eat heavy appetizers, 
drinks, a live & silent 
auction and more. 
Information is available 
online at www.lc4yf.org.

This spring Forest 
Lake Area High 
School’s graduating 
seniors received $3.4 
million in scholar-
ships from community 
organizations and 
foundations, including 
the Forest Lake Area 
Community Scholar-
ship Foundation. 

Congratulations to 2018 
scholarship winners!
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News & Events

Recently retired For-
est Lake Area Schools 
Superintendent Linda 
Madsen was among the 
eight new entrants on 
May 21 to the school dis-
trict’s two halls of fame. 
Dr. Madsen was inducted 

to the Forest Lake Area Schools District 
Hall of Fame along with: chemistry profes-
sor Alexander Norquist and businessman 
Scott Norquist, both of whom are alumni; 
former Forest Lake Mayor John Skoglund; 
former Wyoming Elementary Principal Mike 
Conway; and former School Board President 
Norton Taylor. 

Inducted into the Forest Lake Area High 
School Arts & Athletics Hall of Fame were 
former Nordic Skiing star and current Rang-
ers coach Ben Fick, and former standout 
football player John Bruley.

 

Eight new members 
join hall of fame 

New leadership joins high school staff

Mike Hennen,
Activities Director
Mike Hennen, a long-time educator and 
coach has assumed the role of Activities 
Director at Forest Lake Area High School. 

Prior to his work in Forest Lake, Mike was 
a math teacher at Cambridge-Isanti High 
School, where he also coached football, golf 
and Math League. Mike has also served as 
a site director for various Minnesota State 
High School League tournament events. 

Hayley Lang,  
Assistant Principal
Forest Lake Area High School welcomed 
back Hayley Lang, who began her new role 
as Assistant Principal this summer. 

Lang was most recently in the role of 
Activities Director and Assistant Principal 
at Chisago Lakes High School, and prior to 
that she was Assistant Principal at Southwest 
Junior High School and Dean of Students at 
Forest Lake Area High School. 

Please join us… growing at Waldoch Farm“ ”TEFFLA
Thursday, September 13, 2018   5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Waldoch Farm l 8174 Lake Drive l Lino Lakes, MN
651-780-1207 l www.waldochfarm.com

Awarding grants; fostering student success.

for an evening of fun, local 
fine food and beverages,  
music and fundraising to  
grow an endowment fund  
to enhance the Forest Lake 
Area Schools’ Community!

TEFFLA would like to thank the following people, businesses, and organizations for their 
support of our organization and, in particular, for sponsoring our 2018 event:

Board of Directors

	  

MAJOR SPONSOR: 

Sara and Jeff Young Kathy and Blake Rivard 

Collins Law l Green Door Consignment l Johnson/Turner Legal l Steve Massey & Todd Proulx l Bob Miesner l Riechmann Pederson Design, Inc. l Ross Orthodontics l Security State Bank of Marine l  
Arlyn and Jeanne Tolzmann l Molly Tolzmann l Jennifer Tolzmann Year-Long Baking Bonanza l Acqua of Forest Lake l Big Apple Bagel l Dresel Trucking, Inc. l Nancy and Patrick Ellias l LegalShield Business 
Solutions-Jim & Gudrun Gavin l GWill Liquors of Lino Lakes l Hampton Inn & Suites-Lino Lakes l Herbies On The Park l Rodney & Betty Hestekin  l Key’s Bakery & Cafe of Forest Lake l Richard Lamere l 
Landmark Insurance Services l Gayle Lens l MidWestOne Bank l Miller & Stevens, PA l Gwen Patrick/AVON l Wendy Rychley Tax l Gary and Wendy Rychley l The Ordway l UPS Store of Forest Lake

Go to www.teffla.org for more information about this event

• We have made every effort to ensure accuracy at time of our press deadline of 7/15/18; sponsors continue to be added in support of the event. • TEFFLA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Forest Lake 
Lions Club
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Directory of Community Education Programs

Gen. Ed. Development ......982-8302

Early Childhood ................982-8300

Childcare ...........................982-8365

Youth (Elementary) ...........982-8339

Youth (Secondary) ............982-8328

Adult Basic Education ......982-8302

Adult Lifelong Learning ...982-8334

Adults with Disabilities.....982-8328

Aquatics ............................982-8746

Athletics ............................982-8320

www.flaschools.org/ce 
(651) 982-8110

Community Education
Swim lessons offered for all ages
Summer swimming and fun doesn’t have to 
come to an end as the weather cools down. 
Forest Lake Area Schools (FLAS) Commu-
nity Education has swimming and aquatics 
classes for every age and ability, and the 
pool stays at a comfortable 84 degrees all 
year long. Families who were too busy to 
take advantage of swim lessons this summer 
or have a child who is ready for the next lev-
el can take advantage of fall lessons starting 
the week of Sept. 12.

Children as young as 6 months old can be-
gin their aquatics journey with Infant Swim 
Lessons. Parents will work with their child 
(6 months to 2 years) to become comfortable 
in the water, laying the foundation to learn to 
swim through play and games. 

The journey continues with parents joining 
their child in Toddler Swim Lessons (ages 

2-3) and Preschool Swim Lessons (ages 
3-5). The first swimming experience without 
parents is offered in the Turtle class (ages 
4-5) where children learn basic skills such as 
breath holding, floating and kicking. Bobber 
or Little Swimmers lessons (ages 4-5) are 
designed for kids who are already familiar 
with the pool setting. 

FLAS Community Education also offers 
swim lessons for school age children. Group 
lessons in swimming levels 1-7 (ages 6-16) 
are available to help children build proficien-
cy in basic swim techniques such as breast 
stroke, back stroke, freestyle/front crawl, 
etc. and learn a variety of water safety skills. 
Private and semi-private lessons are also 
available. 

An adult/teen class is offered for older 
swimmers who are interested in improving 
their stroke technique and efficiency. 

Fall lessons begin the week of Sept. 12 
with additional options throughout the fall. 
To view more information, visit www.fla-
schools.org/ce or call (651) 982-8110.                 

Fall catalog now 
available in the 
mail and online
The Community Education fall catalog 
is mailed to every residence in August 
and is also available online at 
www.flaschools.org/ce.

Classes and programs are available in:
• Adult Basic Education
• Adult Lifelong Learning
• Athletics
• Youth Enrichment & Development
• Early Childhood Education
• Aquatics
• Childcare
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Back to School
[What you need to know]

Information about school bus stop locations, 
approximate stop times and bus numbers 
will be mailed to each student’s family 
before school begins. Any adjustments in 
scheduling are usually made during the first 
weeks of school.

Kindergarten students must wear an ID 
tag, which includes the student’s name, ad-
dress, phone number and bus number.

School bus guidelines
Students in grades K-6 can be expected to 
walk up to 3/10 of a mile to a bus stop.

Students in grades 7-12 can be expected to 
walk up to a half-mile to a bus stop.

Secondary students are not permitted to 
ride elementary take-home routes as an early 
activity bus.

Parents and guardians wishing to have their 
students picked up and/or delivered to an ad-
dress other than their regular residence must 
make a request with their school principal.

Forest Lake Area Schools will not 
transport students to and from a church for 
religious activities unless the school board 
grants prior approval.

Transportation services for students with 
disabilities will be based on the individual 
student’s needs. Contact the Special Educa-

tion Department at (651) 982-8131.
Parents must make every effort to obtain 

day care on the student’s regularly assigned 
bus route. 

Approval for requested route changes will 
be based on bus capacity and route efficien-
cy. Approval will generally not be granted 
if the requested change causes a deviation 
in an assigned bus route. Exceptions will be 
considered under unusual circumstances. 
Route change requests must be submitted to 
the Transportation Office at (651) 982-8190.

Watch for bus information in the mail soon

School    AM Bell PM Bell  
Forest Lake Area High School   7:55 2:30
 
Forest Lake Area Middle School  7:35 2:13 
 
Area Learning Center at CLC   8:00 2:15
 
S.T.E.P. Program   8:00 1:50
  
Elementary Schools   9:15 3:40
Columbus Elementary, Forest Lake Elementary, Forest View 
Elementary, Lino Lakes Elementary, Linwood Elementary, 
Scandia Elementary, Wyoming Elementary  

Private & Charter Schools (non-district schools) 
St. Peter’s Catholic School, North Lakes Academy and Lakes International Language  
Academy are not Forest Lake Area Schools district schools. If your child attends one of  
these schools, please call their office for start and end times.

School start and end times for 2018-2019

The 2018-2019 calendar is available online at

www.flaschools.org
While Online, CheCk Out 
Our “distriCt neWs” page

Important Dates
August (Staff Development)21-23  New Teacher  
 Workshops
27-30 Teachers Report

September
3 No School E-12: Holiday 4 First Day of School E-105 First Day of School   (juniors  & seniors)

October
1 No School E-12: Teacher   Workshops
17     No School E-6: Conferences 18-19     No School E-12

November
5 No School E-12:   Teachers Report
22-23 No School E-12: Holiday

December
21  No School E-12: 
 Teachers Report
24-31 No School E-12: Holiday

 Continued on other side Visit our website at www.flaschools.org
 © Forest Lake Area Schools 2018

NOVEMBER 2018
  Mon    Tues    Wed     Thurs     Fri        1 2 
5 6 7 8 9 
12 13 14 15 16 
19 20 21 22 23 
26 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER 2018
  Mon    Tues    Wed     Thurs     Fri     1 2 3 4 5 
8 9 10 11 12 
15 16 17 18 19 
22 23 24 25 26 
29 30 31

2018-2019Forest Lake Area Schools Calendar

DECEMBER 2018
  Mon    Tues    Wed     Thurs     Fri     3 4 5 6 7 

10 11 12 13 14 
17 18 19 20 21 
24 25 26 27 28 
31

First day of school E-10 / last day of school E-11First day of school (juniors & seniors)
Last day of school (seniors)

No School E-12, STEP
No School E-6

K
E
Y

SEPTEMBER 2018
  Mon    Tues    Wed     Thurs     Fri     3 4 5 6 7 
10 11 12 13 14 
17 18 19 20 21 
24 25 26 27 28
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Back to School
[What you need to know]

Forest Lake Nutrition Services offers 
breakfast and lunch at all Forest Lake Area 
Schools.

The department meets tough new federal 
nutrition standards for school meals ensuring 
that meals are healthy, well balanced and 
provide students all the nutrition they need 
to succeed at school.

All à la carte food items and beverages 
will follow the guidelines of USDA Smart 
Snacks, reducing calories, sodium, fat and 

sugars. The Smart Snacks in Schools stan-
dards will build on healthy advancements 
and ensure students are only offered tasty 
and nutritious foods during the school day.

Free breakfast in kindergarten
State lawmakers approved legislation that 
provides kindergarten students a free school 
breakfast. The district also offers kindergart-
eners milk during milk-break at no charge. 

Detailed information online
Interactive menus, nutritional information, 
allergy information, dietary guidelines and 
more can be found online at the food service 
website at flaschools.org/nutrition

Contact us:
Phone: (651) 982-8396
Website: flaschools.org/nutrition

Healthy lunches served to all ages through district food service

PayPAMS was designed to provide parents 
with a safe and convenient way to prepay for 
students’ meals online. Register at paypams.
com and you can:

• Prepay for school meals;
• Schedule automatic payments;
• Receive low balance e-mail reminders;
• View daily spending and cafeteria 

purchases. 

Using PayPAMS

Free/reduced price meals are available for qualifying families. To apply, 
complete the application in the center of this newsletter and return it to the 
District Food Service Office, Central Learning Center, 200 SW 4th Street, Forest 
Lake, 55025 by Sept. 1, 2018. 
You can also apply online at flaschools.org/nutrition.           

 Breakfast   Lunch
Elementary $1.35   $2.50
Secondary $1.55   $2.70
Free/Reduced No Cost   No Cost
Adult $2.25   $3.85
Milk  $.50     $.50

School Meal Prices

Many district families qualify for free or re-
duced price lunch and breakfast through the 
federal school nutrition program. Eligibility 
for this program must be renewed each year 
and income guidelines are included with the 
application materials. If your family qualifies 
for this benefit, you can either:

• Complete the application included in this 
mailing, or
• Apply online at flaschools.org/nutrition. 

Paper applications are also available at all 
school kitchens and offices, the district office 
and the district food service office through-
out the year.

Students who qualify for either free or 
reduced price lunch will receive school 
breakfast and lunch at no charge, and they 
are not publicly identified to other students 
or families.

Free and reduced 
price school meals
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Back to School
[What you need to know]

Whenever possible, medication should be 
given before or after school. When medica-
tion is needed in school, a physician order 
is required before the medication can be 
administered. Authorization forms are avail-
able at flaschools.org/health. The medication 
is to be transported to and from school by a 
parent/guardian.

If your child is in kindergarten through 6th 
grade this form will need to be completed for 
any type of medication that may need to be 
given during school hours. Students in 7th-
12th grade will need this form completed for 
all prescription meds or any over-the-counter 
meds that are taken on a routine basis during 
school hours.

Medication must be in a pharmacy-labeled 

bottle: The label must include the name of 
the drug, student’s name, dosage, route, and 
frequency. Medication will only be given 
from a properly labeled container; Epi-pens 
and inhalers require a label on the device, 
not just the box it comes in (upon request, 
the pharmacist will provide two labeled 
bottles).

Controlled Medication: Parents/Guardians 
are responsible for bringing controlled med-
ication to school. All controlled medication 
needs to be counted and documented by the 
parent/guardian and the health office staff 
when brought into school.

Over The Counter (OTC) medication: Dis-
cuss the use of OTCs with the health office 
nurse in your child’s school.  

Student medication in school

The Minnesota School Immunization Law 
requires the following immunizations, unless 
otherwise exempt for medical reasons or con-
scientious beliefs of the parent or guardian.

Before entering kindergarten, all students 
must have:

• DTP (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis):  
5 doses

• Polio: 4 doses
• MMR (measles, mumps, rubella):  

2 doses
• Hepatitis B: 3 doses
• Varicella (chicken pox): 2 doses

Before starting seventh grade, students 
must receive:

• Hepatitis B series
• Tetanus booster, total of 4 doses  

(the last dose being at age 11-12,  
or later)

• Varicella (chicken pox): 2 doses.
• Meningococcal at 7th grade and age 16.

To be exempt from these requirements you 
must be able to provide the following:

• Medical contra indication signed by a 
physician;

• Conscientious objection statement 
form signed by a parent/guardian and 
notarized.

Every child’s immunization history is now 
available on their SchoolVUE account.

Immunization  
requirements  
for students

Anxiety, depression and other mental health 
disorders are common in children and 
adolescents.  Mental health disorders, when 
left untreated, can interfere with a student’s 
ability to learn. 

One of the barriers to children and ado-
lescents receiving mental health services 
is access to the agency that provides those 
services.  

The district collaborates with mental 
health agencies that provide these services 
in the school setting. Families seeking more 
information should contact their child’s 
principal, dean or school counselor.

School-based 
mental health 
service available

Forest Lake Area Schools does not provide 
medical insurance coverage for accidental 
injuries that occur during school activities. 
Student medical coverage is the responsibil-
ity of parents.

Minnesota Health Care Programs have 
free and low-cost health insurance for 
children and families who qualify. To get 
information on health care options and/or to 
apply for health care coverage online, visit 
www.mnsure.org

Information is also available at county 
offices:

Anoka: (763) 422-7246
Chisago: (651) 213-5200
Washington: (651) 430-6459

Student medical 
insurance options 
available  

Health information for students
Health information is important in planning 
for children’s needs at school. Parents’ input 
and involvement are important to ensure that 
their child’s health needs can be addressed at 
schoool.

Parents should ensure their students school 
health information is current and contact 
their school’s health office if any updates are 
needed.
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Back to School
[What you need to know]

Activity Fees

Middle & High School Activities:

One Act Play ..........................................................................$140

HS Weight Training (per season) .............................................$70 
MS Weight Training (per season) ............................................$50

Fall dance .................................................................................$90

Tennis .....................................................................................$231

Cross country, debate, speech ................................................$252 

Fall musical, spring play ..........................................................$210

Baseball, golf, lacrosse, soccer, softball, track, volleyball ....$273

Basketball, drumline ..............................................................$378

Skiing, swimming & diving, synchronized swimming ..........$294

Football, gymnastics, wrestling ...............................................$315

Winter dance team .................................................................$357

Hockey ...................................................................................$357 

Chorus and non-performing participants of plays & musicals ...$35  

Fees for band/orchestra
Rental fee for district-owned instruments used at home ........$120

Percussion fee for students using district-owned equipment 
(secondary students only) ......................................................$120

Fee if student owns his/her instrument for use at home  
and uses a school instrument at school
(secondary students only) ......................................................$120

Competitive Club Activities: 
Fall dance team, Special Olympics, culinary club, robotics,  
FPS, MS Lego league, student congress, super mileage,  
history day club, clay target ..................................$90 per activity

Non Competitive Club Activities:
MS Jazz Band, MS Video Club, MS Chess Connection,  
MS Theater, Art Club, MS Pops Orchestra ... .......$70 per activity

Family Maximum:  ..........................................$1,400

Grades K - 6 Activities: All activities ..............................................................................................................................................$50

Reduced Activity Fees: Students who are on the free or reduced lunch program are not charged full price to participate in activities.  
If your child receives free lunch you still need to register on FeePay.  At the point of check-out the fee will be half cost or free depend-
ing on your family’s level of need.

Forest Lake Area Schools is committed to 
providing a quality education for all stu-
dents. For students experiencing homeless-
ness, the district is guided by the McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Education Act.  This 
law provides homeless and highly mobile 
students with certain rights so they have 
access to opportunities that will help them 
meet the same high academic standards 
expected of all students in our district. 

Additional services are available to help 
students who are challenged with homeless-
ness or a similar situation. Students who 
do not have “adequate, fixed or regular” 

housing may be eligible for the following 
services:

• Continue in the school they   
attended before they became   
homeless

• Transportation to their   
school of origin, if feasible

• Access to school support   
staff services

• Free school meals

More information can be obtained by 
contacting Carolyn Carr Latady, the District 
Homeless Liaison, at clatady@flaschools.
org, or by phone at (651) 982-8350.

Supporting the education of students  
experiencing homelessness

Agriculture 
Department 
honored
The Forest Lake Area High School 
Agriculture Department was honored this 
summer as the 2018 Outstanding Middle 
School/High School Agriculture Educa-
tion Program. This honor comes from the 
Minnesota Association of Agricultural 
Educators and was awarded at their annu-
al conference.

Forest Lake’s Ag Department has a 
long tradition of exceptional program-
ming for students who wish to pursue 
careers in agriculture and related fields. 
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[What you need to know]

District provides equal opportunities for all students
Equal Educational Opportunity
It is the district’s policy to provide equal 
educational opportunity for all students. The 
district does not unlawfully discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, 
national origin, sex, marital status, parental 
status, status with regard to public assis-
tance, disability, sexual orientation or age. 
The district also makes reasonable accom-
modations for students with disabilities.

The district prohibits the harassment of 
any individual on the basis of the categories 
listed above in our schools or buildings.

Section 504
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act pro-
hibits discrimination against persons with a 
handicap who are participating in programs 
receiving federal financial assistance, includ-
ing public schools. 

The act defines a person with a handicap 
as anyone who:

Has a mental or physical impairment which 
substantially limits one or more major life ac-
tivities, such as caring for oneself, performing 
manual tasks, walking, seeing, hearing,  

speaking, breathing, learning and working;
• Has a record of such impairment;
• Is regarded as having such an impairment.
Forest Lake Area Schools recognizes its 

responsibility under Section 504 to avoid 
discrimination in policies and practices re-
garding personnel and students. No discrim-
ination against any person with a handicap 
will knowingly be permitted in any district 
program or practice. 

The district has the responsibility to identi-
fy, evaluate, and if the child is determined to 
be eligible under Section 504, afford access 
to appropriate educational services. 

Anyone with questions should contact 
their building principal or the building’s 504 
coordinator.

Title IX
Title IX of the Education Amendment of 
1972 and the Minnesota Human Rights Act 
prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex. 

Forest Lake Area Schools recognizes its 
responsibility under Title IX to avoid discrim-
ination on the basis of sex. No student will be 
excluded from participation in, denied benefits 
of, or otherwise be subjected to discrimination 
under an educational program or activity oper-
ated by the district on the basis of sex. 

Any complaints of discrimination on the 
basis of sex should be reported to the Title 
IX officer. For more information, contact the 
Administration and Human Resources office 
at (651) 982-8124.

Complaints regarding alleged violations 
of rights according to parents of 

students and eligible students by [20 
U.S.C. 1232 (g)] shall be submitted in 

writing to:
Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education
400 Maryland Ave. SW

 Washington, D.C. 20202-5920

Protecting Your Rights

Julie Corcoran (651) 324-8009   
jcorcoran@flaschools.org

Karen Morehead  (651) 464-3577   
kmorehead@flaschools.org

Luke Odegaard   (651) 294-8377    
lodegaard@flaschools.org

Jill Olson   (651) 785-9374    
jmolson@flaschools.org
 
Jeff Peterson   (612) 759-1507   
 jrpeterson@flaschools.org

Robert Rapheal  (651) 433-5847    
rrapheal@flaschools.org

Gail Theisen  (651) 592-6901    
gtheisen@flaschools.org

School Board

Visitors at school
Parents, citizens, alumni and other adult visitors are welcome and encouraged to visit schools. 
However, the district reserves the right to decline permission to an individual if such action is 
deemed necessary. All visitors must sign in at the main office and receive a visitor’s badge. 

OCTOBER 5   6, 2018

A Forest Lake Area Community-wide Celebration

8TH ANNUAL

HOMECOMING GAME & TAILGATING! • FREE ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS! • MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT!

Forest Lake 
Area Schools

Brought to you by:

www.fl-lakefest.com
www.facebook.com/LakeFestFL  

AND



Forest Lake Area Schools partners with 
families who provide an education for their 
children at home. The district works with 
home-school families by sharing information 
to help them make sound educational choic-
es on behalf of their home-schooled child.

The Minnesota Department of Education 
requires that home-school families annu-
ally submit the Minnesota Compulsory 
Instruction Report along with other required 
documents. Parents can do this by dropping 
off the information at the district office, or 
by mailing it to Forest Lake Area Schools, 
Attention: Home School, 6100 N. 210th St., 
Forest Lake, MN 55025.

In addition, home-school students have 
the right to access:

• A special education evaluation upon re-
quest and as agreed upon by the district;

• Special education services for eligible 
students;   

• Minnesota state testing and district-wide 
assessments conducted during the 
school year, if fees are paid and notice is 
given to the district by Oct. 1;

• Reimbursement on eligible educational 
expenses if the Students Aids to Non-
public application has been submitted to 
the district prior to the Oct. 1 deadline.

For more information, contact the Special 
Education Department at (651) 982-8131, or 
by e-mail at dlegeault@flaschools.org.

Back to School
[What you need to know]

Schools in the district have spent consid-
erable time developing a comprehensive 
crisis management plan, designed to help 
district staff and emergency personnel 
respond to a wide variety of situations.

Each school has prepared for potential 
crisis situations by: establishing evacua-
tion routes; designating safe shelter areas; 
practicing lock-down, fire and evacuation 
drills with students; and training staff 
members on emergency procedures.

More information about the Crisis 
Management Plan can be found on the 
district’s website.

Parents’ role during a crisis
The district will communicate with par-
ents as soon as reasonably possible in a 
crisis, usually via email or phone. Par-
ents are asked to review their emergency 
contact information each year and should 
notify their child’s school when changes 
are needed.

If an emergency occurs: 

• Please visit our website at flaschools.
org, or call the Emergency & Weather 
Hotline at (651) 982-8143 for  
information and updates about the crisis.

• Please DO NOT call the school. 
Phone lines will be needed for  
emergency communication.

• Please DO NOT attempt to call your 
child on his or her cell phone, nor 
should your child use their cell phone.

• Please DO NOT attempt to enter the 
school until directed by safety  
personnel.

Managing a crisis  
in the schools

The district has adopted a uniform school district discipline policy, which 
includes codes of conduct for elementary and secondary students.

Students receive a copy of the code of conduct at the beginning of each school 
year. Copies are available at each building and on the school’s website, at  
www.flaschools.org.

Parents should review this document with their children and understand its 
contents. Any parent having questions about the code of conduct should 
contact their child’s principal.

Student Code of Conduct

District works with home-school families
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School closing information
Parents will be notified of 
weather-related or other 
emergencies by phone through 
the Blackboard Connect parent 
notification system.
Emergency information will also 
be broadcast on: WCCO radio; 
TV channels 4, 5, 9 and 11; 
the district website, www.
flaschools.org; and on the 
Emergency & Weather Hotline  
at (651) 982-8143.

Back to School
[What you need to know]

Students attending school in the district will 
be asked to supply information to school 
personnel such as homework assignments, 
test questions and questions asked during 
classroom activities.

This information will be collected by the 
district in order to evaluate the student’s 
current level of performance with respect to 
his or her education program, to maintain 
discipline within the school and to determine 
the student’s needs and preferences relating 
to his or her education program.

Students are not required by any law or 
regulation to supply data. However, the dis-
trict expects and requires that students will 
participate fully in their educational program 
by completing homework assignments and 
tests. Moreover, a student’s refusal to supply 
data may prevent the school district from 
assessing his or her needs and preferences 
into the educational program.

Refusal to supply information used to 
evaluate a student will result in a failing 
grade being given for the assignment. 

Continued failure to supply information will 
result in a failing grade for a course and a 
failing grade for the year. Refusal to supply 
information to a district employee investi-
gating an alleged rule violation may result in 
action being taken without benefit of infor-
mation the student could have provided.

Data collected will be provided to school 
personnel having a legitimate educational in-
terest in obtaining access to the data, and to 
state and federal authorities having statutory 
rights of access to the data.

Collection of student information

The district maintains policies and proce-
dures  to ensure that student information is 
handled responsibly, including education 
records and directory information.

Education Records
Parents have the right to inspect and 

review the education records of a student, 
except those that are made confidential by 
state or federal law. Parents also have the 
right to request that their student’s education 
records be amended, and to file complaints if 
they feel the district is failing to comply with 
the law in its handling of records.

Education records, including records of 
suspension and expulsion, may be forwarded 
upon request to a school in which a student 
intends to enroll or is already enrolled, as 
long as the disclosure is for purposes related 
to the student’s enrollment or transfer.

Directory Information
Directory information is considered public 

information. Upon request, the district shall 
disclose to any requester the following direc-
tory information from the education records 
of the student:

• Student’s name, address, phone number 
& email address
• Parent name, address, phone number & 
email address
• Participation in officially recognized 
activities and sports
• Weight and height of members of  
athletic teams

• Degrees and awards received
• Videos and photographs of students in 
school buildings and at school activities
• Last known address and telephone num-
bers of alumni
• Year of graduation
• Other similar information
Directory information does not include 

social security numbers, or identifying data 
that references religion, race, color, social 
position, nationality or date of birth.  

Should the parent of the student, or the 
eligible student, so desire, any or all of the 
directory information shall not be disclosed 
without the parent’s prior written consent 
except to school officials or as provided in 
20 U.S.C. 1232 (g).

In order to make any or all directory infor-
mation private (subject to parental consent 

prior to disclosure), the parent’s written re-
quest shall be directed to the Superintendent 
of Schools, 6100 N 210th St., Forest Lake, 
Minn., 55025, within 30 days after the date 
of the last publication of this notice and shall 
include the following information: 

• Name of the student
• Home address
• School the student attends
• Parent’s legal relationship to student
• Specific category or categories of  

information to be made not public  
without the parent’s written consent

Such requests are valid until the end of 
the school year, and written requests for 
subsequent school years must be resubmitted 
annually. Use of Student Records Policy 
#504 is available online at flaschools.org.

Use of student records

13
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School Weapons Policy
Maintaining the safety of all students and 
staff is among the district’s most important 
responsibilities.

No persons, including students, staff and 
visitors, may possess, use or distribute a 
weapon when in a school location except as 
provided in policy #532. 

The school district takes a position of 
“zero tolerance” in regard to the possession, 
use or distribution of weapons by students. 
Consequences for violating this policy may 
include suspension or expulsion. 

School weapons policy #532 is available 
online.

Drug-free schools
In order to maintain a safe and healthy 
environment for employees and students, 
the district prohibits the use of alcohol, 
toxic substances, controlled substances 
and simulated controlled substances with-
out a physician’s prescription. The use of 
controlled substances, toxic substances or 
alcohol before, during or after school hours - 

at school or in any other school location - is 
prohibited. Paraphernalia associated with 
controlled substances is also prohibited.

Drug-free schools policy #435 is available 
online.

Tobacco-free schools
The Forest Lake Area school board is 
dedicated to providing a healthy, comfort-
able, and productive environment for staff, 
students and citizens.

The District prohibits the use of tobacco 
products including e-cigarettes on all district 
grounds. Violation of this policy may result 
in a court injunction and can be instituted 
against a repeated violator in the act or being 
barred from district grounds and/or in petty 
misdemeanor charges.

Tobacco-free environment policy #427 is 
available online.

Pesticide Application
Forest Lake Area Schools works with a pro-
fessional pest control firm to control and pre-
vent insects, rodents and other pests that can 

sting, damage property or spread disease.
When possible, the elimination of pests is 

done without using chemicals or other pest 
control materials.

When necessary, all pest control materials 
are chosen and applied according to label 
directions per federal law.

An estimated schedule of interior pest 
control inspections and possible treatments 
is available at each school office.

A similar estimated schedule for appli-
cation of herbicides and other materials to 
school grounds is also available.

Asbestos Abatement
In order to provide a safe and healthy envi-
ronment, the district continually works to 
keep asbestos-containing materials in good 
condition until the materials can safely be 
removed.

Inspections are performed on a semi-
annual basis by Field Environmental. 
Surveys and plans for asbestos abatement are 
available for review in each school building 
or at the district office.

District policies aim to keep students safe and healthy

Back to School
[What you need to know]

Slater named Minnesota’s National Distinguished Principal
Curt Slater, Principal at Wyoming Elemen-
tary was named in June as Minnesota’s 
National Distinguished Principal of the 
Year. This award recognizes Slater and the 
Wyoming Elementary staff for setting high 
standards of achievement and creating an en-
vironment where students can succeed, both 
academically and in character development.

Although Slater has been at Wyoming 
Elementary for just three years, he has made 
many positive changes within the school, 
including the addition of a Makerspace, 
where students can use a variety of equip-
ment, from high-tech to no-tech, to create, 
learn and share a variety of projects at their 
own pace. 

Slater travels to Washington D.C. later this 
fall for the national award ceremony.
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Student lockers
School lockers are the property of the dis-
trict. Searches may be conducted by school 
authorities for any reason without student 
consent and without a search warrant. 

The personal possessions of students 
within a school locker may be searched only 
when school authorities have a reasonable 
suspicion that the search will uncover evi-
dence of a violation of law or school rules. 

Search of student lockers policy #514 is 
available online.

Background Checks
Volunteers assigned to work with students 
at overnight and/or off-campus activities, 
volunteer coaches, Community Education 
instructors and independent contractors 
who are not directly supervised and who 
work with school-age children and vulner-
able adults must have criminal background 
checks in Forest Lake Area Schools.

Regular classroom volunteers and volun-
teers at events on school grounds will not 
be subject to the background checks. As 

required by Minnesota Statutes, the cost of 
the background check must be paid by the 
volunteer. 

The cost for an auxiliary volunteer back-
ground check is $22.50. The cost is subject 
to change during the school year.

Bullying
Forest Lake Area Schools is committed 
to creating safe and supportive learning 
environments for all students and has been 
implementing the Olweus Bullying Preven-
tion Program for over 10 years as part of this 
work. 

With the passage of the Safe and Sup-
portive Minnesota Schools Act, the district 
is working to strengthen protections against 
the threat of bullying for students through 
additional staff training and other strate-
gies outlined in the legislation. This work 
includes the adoption of Bullying Prohibi-
tion Policy (#541) available on the district’s 
website. For more information on bullying 
prevention, please contact the school and/or 
program your child attends.

Harassment & Violence Policy
The school district maintains a learning and 
working environment free from religious, ra-
cial or sexual harassment and violence.  Any 
form of religious, racial or sexual harass-
ment and violence is prohibited.  

The district will investigate all complaints 
of religious, racial or sexual harassment or 
violence and will take appropriate action 
against any pupil or school personnel who is 
found to have violated this policy.  

Any person who believes he or she has 
been the victim of religious, racial or sexual 
harassment or violence should report the 
alleged acts immediately. 

Report forms are available from the 
principal of each building or from the school 
district office. 

Harassment & Violence policy #425 is 
available online. 

Important policies for safety and security

Back to School
[What you need to know]

Forest Lake Area Schools is committed to 
fulfilling the obligations of the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act and Section 
504 of the Rehabilitation Act. 

The district has systems in place to identi-
fy, evaluate and provide educational services 
to students with disabilities in a manner 
similar to their non-disabled peers.

Parents have a right to request an evalua-
tion if they suspect their child has a disabili-
ty that affects their educational progress. 

The district employs licensed special 
education teachers, therapists, and psycholo-
gists to conduct the evaluations. Parents and 
students have the right to be part of the edu-
cational team that determines the methods of 
evaluation, interpretation of the evaluation 

results, and development of the Individual-
ized Education Program or 504 Plan, should 
one be required. 

Anyone with questions regarding this pro-
cess should contact their building’s principal, 
or contact the Special Education Department 
at (651) 982-8131.

Special Education Services for 
children from birth to age five
Forest Lake Area Schools provides services 
to infants, toddlers and their families when 
young children are identified as having, 
or at risk of having, disabilities. For more 
information, contact the Elementary Special 
Education Coordinator at (651) 982-8314.

District offers special education services through age 21                    
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Forest Lake Area Schools was recently 
named as a 2018 Exemplar District by the 
Minnesota Department of Education for its 
efforts to implement Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) within 
its schools. All of the district schools are, 
or are in the process of becoming PBIS 
schools. 

PBIS provides a school-wide system for 
setting positive expectations for student 
behavior and learning. Under the program, 
teachers and staff communicate clearly to 
students what is expected of them in how 
they interact with adults and other students 
and how they treat their school. Staff also 
make conscious efforts to recognize each 
individual student for the many different 
things he or she does positively throughout 
the day.  

Schools that have fully implemented 
PBIS are seeing a dramatic reduction in 
inappropriate behavior within the school, 

creating a more positive and successful 
environment for students to learn and grow. 

 To be identified for PBIS recognition, 
districts must demonstrate capacity for 
coordination, training, coaching and evalua-
tion to support schools in their implementa-
tion of PBIS. Success is measured annually 
to ensure that schools continue to imple-
ment the program with fidelity. 

Schools within the district that have 
fully implemented PBIS include Columbus 
Elementary, Forest Lake Elementary, Forest 
View Elementary, Lino Lakes Elementa-
ry STEM School, Linwood Elementary, 
Wyoming Elementary, ALC and the STEP 
program. Scandia Elementary IB World 
School and Forest Lake Area High School 
will begin their implementation process this 
year, and Forest Lake Area Middle School 
will also be working with their newly com-
bined staff to implement the program in the 
new school.

District honored for creating 
positive learning environment 

We hope you enjoy this 
update from 

Forest Lake Area Schools. 
Please see inside for 

important back-to-school 
information that we are 

required to mail each year. 


